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33 E. Main Street
Suite 230

Madison, WI 53703

p. (608) 441-5777 
f. (608) 441-5776
e. Info@HIRSP.org

www.HIRSP.org
there’s still hope. 

    there’s still HIRSP. 

There are two ways to order informational pieces from HIRSP (free of charge):

	 Order individual pieces, according to your anticipated need

	 Order complete application folders with all information 
	 (except posters) included

Many pieces are available in English, Spanish, and Hmong.

INDIVIDUAL PIECES
		  Item				    Description					     Qty
		  HIRSP Federal Brochure		  4”x8.5” informational brochure (English)		  ____
						      4”x8.5” informational brochure (Spanish)		  ____		
						      4”x8.5” informational brochure (Hmong)		  ____
		
		  Eligibility Criteria*		  4”x8.5” eligibility checklist (English)			   ____		
						      4”x8.5” eligibility checklist (Spanish)			   ____		
						      4”x8.5” eligibility checklist (Hmong)			   ____	
	 	 *Note that eligibility criteria are also included in the HIRSP Federal Brochure.  This piece is well-suited for “Take One” racks.

		  HIRSP Federal FAQ		  8.5”x11” frequently asked questions (English)		  ____		
						      8.5”x11” frequently asked questions (Spanish)	 ____		
						      8.5”x11” frequently asked questions (Hmong)		 ____		
		
		  Benefits and Coverage		  8.5”x11” overview of HIRSP benefits (English)	 	 ____

		  HIRSP Federal Applications	 (9 pages) complete application form (English)                   Download 		
											                                  Online

		  HIRSP Wall Poster		  11”x17” informational poster for hanging (English)	 ____		
						      11”x17” informational poster for hanging (Spanish)	 ____		
						      11”x17” informational poster for hanging (Hmong) 	 ____

		  HIRSP Federal Rate Table		  8.5”x11” federal rate table (English)			   ____

See other side for packages and submission requirements.
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    there’s still HIRSP. 

H E A LT H  I N S U R A N C E 
R I S K - S H A R I N G  P L A N

insuring
    peace of mind 

It’s a frightening feeling when an insurance
company denies you health benefits because
of a pre-existing medical condition.  The stress
alone can make you sick.

HIRSP can help, so you can focus on your health 
without worrying about insurance.  The Health 
Insurance Risk-Sharing Plan, a non-profit agency, 
has provided great health benefits to Wisconsin’s 
“uninsurable” population for over 30 years.  
And you’d be surprised at the affordability!

Here’s just one example: a qualified 38-year-old 
female can get excellent coverage for as little as 
$5 a day. 

There are several plans to choose from, all 
priced according to your age and the deductible 
you choose.  You get all the coverage you’d 
expect – from prescription drugs and medical 
tests to preventive care and hospitalization.

The back of this brochure will help you 
determine if you’re eligible for HIRSP health 
insurance.  You can also check eligibility and 
access application materials at our website, 
www.HIRSP.org. We’re also standing by at 
1-888-253-2698 to help answer your questions.

Q

A

What is HIRSP?

The Health Insurance Risk-Sharing Plan was 
created in 1979 to help insure Wisconsin 
residents who are unable to get health 
insurance through work or traditional 
channels.  Benefits plans are administered 
by WPS, one of Wisconsin’s largest health 
benefits providers and the only statewide 
not-for-profit insurer.

How can I tell if I qualify for
HIRSP health insurance?

HIRSP offers several health plan options.  
Generally speaking, if you have been denied 
health insurance or have lost your employer-
sponsored coverage, there’s a good chance 
you’re eligible.  Since other criteria also 
apply, we encourage you to review eligibility 
details on the back of this brochure, then visit 
www.HIRSP.org and click the “Check Your 
Eligibility” icon.  By answering a few questions, 
we can quickly help determine your preliminary 
eligibility.
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Is HIRSP coverage more expensive?

HIRSP coverage is priced at very competitive 
market rates.  Find premium tables for the 
HIRSP Federal Plan on our website to get an 
idea of monthly premiums by deductible  
level.

Q

A

If I have HIRSP benefits, are there certain doctors 
I must see?

You can see any HIRSP-certified doctor you 
choose, and most doctors in Wisconsin are 
HIRSP-certified.  We can help you locate 
doctors near you.

How do I apply?

Application materials are available at 
www.HIRSP.org, through many Wisconsin 
insurance agents, or by calling us at 
1-888-253-2698.  Preview the step-by-step 
application process on the back of this brochure.
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1751 W. Broadway
P.O. Box 8961  •  Madison, WI 53708-8961

(888) 253-2698 or (608) 221-5315

Nationwide,
half of all personal 
bankruptcies are

due to medical
expenses.   
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Additional	Eligibility	OpportunitiesPersons	not	eligible	for	HIRSP	Federal	health	coverage	may	still	
qualify	for	benefits	under	the	HIRSP	Wisconsin	plan.		Eligibility	
criteria	for	HIRSP	Wisconsin	are	slightly	different	than	HIRSP	Federal.	If	you	met	all	of	the	requirements	under	“A”	and	“B”	except	that	you	

lost	your	insurance	less	than	six	months	ago,	you	may	be	eligible	for	
HIRSP	Wisconsin,	but	with	a	six	month	waiting	period	for	coverage	
of	your	pre-existing	conditions.	This	waiting	period	does	not	apply	
to	prescription	drugs	and	you	will	still	have	coverage	for	accidents,	
newly	diagnosed	illnesses	and	preventive	care.If	you’ve	lost	your	employer-sponsored	health	insurance	coverage	

involuntarily,	and	also	meet	these	requirements	under	“A,”	you		
may	be	able	to	avoid	the	pre-existing	condition	waiting	
period.		To	qualify	for	HIRSP	Wisconsin	because	you	lost	your	
employer-sponsored	coverage,	you	must	also	meet	the	following	
requirements:
	 		You’ve	exhausted	your	continuation	coverage	(such		

as	COBRA)	 		You	were	previously	insured	for	at	least	18	months,		
with	no	gaps	in	coverage	greater	than	63	days

	 	
Your	HIRSP	Wisconsin	application	is	dated	within	63		
days	of	losing	your	coverage

If	you	qualify	for	HIRSP	Wisconsin	because	you	lost	your	employer-
sponsored	coverage,	you	do	not	need	to

	provide	a	letter	of	rejection	
or	any	of	the	other	items	listed	under	“B.”	
If	your	household	income	is	below	$34,000	per	year,	you	may	
qualify	for	a	premium	subsidy	under	HIRSP	Wisconsin.	For	more	
information	on	HIRSP	Wisconsin’s	low-income	subsidy	program		
visit	–	http://www.hirsp.org/plans/state-low-income.shtml.Click	on	“Check	Your	Eligibility”	at	www.HIRSP.org,	and	we’ll	help	

you	determine	your	eligibility	for	both	HIRSP	Federal	and		
HIRSP	Wisconsin.

are you eligible
for HIRSP?
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Check to see if you qualify for the HIRSP Federal 

Plan.  You must meet all criteria under “A,” and at 

least one criteria under “B.”

To qualify for the HIRSP Federal Plan, you must meet 

all of the requirements under “A” and at least one of 

the requirements under “B: “

 You Must Meet These 5 Criteria  

	
	 Wisconsin	residency

	 	A	citizen	or	national	of	the	United	States,	or	lawfully	

present	in	the	United	States	

	 	Have	had	no	creditable	coverage	in	the	six	months	prior	

to	the	HIRSP	Federal	Plan	effective	date	(if you have had 

insurance in the last six months, see “Additional Eligibility 

Opportunities” on the reverse side)

	 	Not	eligible	for	employer-offered	group	health	insurance	

coverage	

	 	Not	eligible	for	comprehensive	Wisconsin	Medicaid	or	

BadgerCare	Plus	Standard	plan

	 	 	 ...and...

 You Must Meet 1 of These Criteria 

You	must	have	experienced	one	of	the	following	based	on	medical	

underwriting	in	the	past	nine	months:

	 A	notice	of	rejection	from	an	insurer	

	 	A	notice	of	reduction	of	limitation	on	coverage,	including	

restrictive	riders

		 	A	notice	of	reduction	of	an	increase	in	premium	of	50%	

or	more

		 	Two	or	more	offers	for	insurance	with	premiums	at	least	

50%	higher	than	a	standard	risk	would	be	charged	for	

the	coverage		

	 Tested	positive	for	HIV	

If	you	qualify	for	the	HIRSP	Federal	Plan,	you	will	not	be	subject	

to	a	six-month	waiting	period	for	coverage	of	your	pre-existing	

condition(s).	

If	you	do	not	meet	these	criteria,	you	may	still	be	eligible	for	HIRSP	

Wisconsin	benefits.		See	information	under	“Additional Eligibility 

Opportunities” on	the	reverse	side or	visit	www.HIRSP.org	for	

information	about	HIRSP	Wisconsin	health	insurance.

are you eligible

for HIRSP?
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(888) 253-2698 or 
(608) 221-5315

www.HIRSP.org
there’s still hope. 

    there’s still HIRSP. 

What are the benefits for the HIRSP Federal Plan? 
The HIRSP Federal Plans offers comprehensive medical and drug benefits that are comparable to 

the private insurance market in Wisconsin. The HIRSP Federal Plans do not have waiting periods 

for coverage of your pre-existing conditions.
Prescription drug coverage? More than just generics?

The HIRSP Federal Plans offer a comprehensive drug benefit, including generic and brand name 

drugs. Co-payments are affordable: $5 for generic drugs and $45 for brand name drugs and 

high-cost generics.  

What qualifies as a pre-existing condition?
For the purposes of HIRSP Federal eligibility, a pre-existing condition is a health condition that 

prevents you from accessing coverage in the individual health insurance market. In order to 

show evidence of a pre-existing condition, you must obtain one of the following in the 9 months 

prior to applying for the HIRSP Federal Plan:    •  A letter of rejection due to medical underwriting from an insurer;

    •  A notice of reduction or limitation of coverage, including restrictive riders;

 •  A notice of cancellation;  •  A positive HIV test;    •  A notice of an increase in your premium of 50% or more; or
 •   An offer for insurance with premiums at least 50% higher than what you would be 

charged for a standard individual policy with substantially the same coverage and 

deductibles as HIRSP.
How can I compare which plan is better for me? 

The HIRSP Federal Plan offers four deductible options. The deductible options are $500, $1,000, 

$2,500 and $3,500. Premium rates for the HIRSP Federal Plans are comparable to rates available 

in the individual market and are available on the HIRSP website.  Applicants should estimate 

their annual medical costs and choose the plan that best fits their financial needs.

Q
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What are the benefits for the HIRSP Federal Plan? 

The HIRSP Federal Plans offers comprehensive medical and drug benefits that are comparable to 

the private insurance market in Wisconsin. The HIRSP Federal Plans do not have waiting periods 

for coverage of your pre-existing conditions.

Prescription drug coverage? More than just generics?

The HIRSP Federal Plans offer a comprehensive drug benefit, including generic and brand name 

drugs. Co-payments are affordable: $5 for generic drugs and $45 for brand name drugs and 

high-cost generics.  

What qualifies as a pre-existing condition?

For the purposes of HIRSP Federal eligibility, a pre-existing condition is a health condition that 

prevents you from accessing coverage in the individual health insurance market. In order to 

show evidence of a pre-existing condition, you must obtain one of the following in the 9 months 

prior to applying for the HIRSP Federal Plan:

    •  A letter of rejection due to medical underwriting from an insurer;

    •  A notice of reduction or limitation of coverage, including restrictive riders;

 •  A notice of cancellation;

  •  A positive HIV test;

    •  A notice of an increase in your premium of 50% or more; or

 •   An offer for insurance with premiums at least 50% higher than what you would be 

charged for a standard individual policy with substantially the same coverage and 

deductibles as HIRSP.

How can I compare which plan is better for me? 

The HIRSP Federal Plan offers four deductible options. The deductible options are $500, $1,000, 

$2,500 and $3,500. Premium rates for the HIRSP Federal Plans are comparable to rates available 

in the individual market and are available on the HIRSP website.  Applicants should estimate 

their annual medical costs and choose the plan that best fits their financial needs.
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If you’ve been denied health insurance, or have lost your employer-
sponsored coverage, you may still be eligible for great benefits at 
affordable rates from the Health Insurance Risk-Sharing Plan (HIRSP).

Founded in 1979, HIRSP is a non-profit Wisconsin agency dedicated to 
helping insure Wisconsin residents who have lost their health coverage or 
been denied insurance because of a pre-existing condition.  Already, HIRSP 
has insured hundreds of thousands of your Wisconsin neighbors.

	 	 Several plans to choose from

  Statewide network of physicians

  Affordable (a 38-year-old female can get HIRSP health   
  insurance for as little as $5 a day)

  Excellent benefits

To	learn	about	eligibility	requirements	and	benefit	details:

Visit www.HIRSP.org

Call 1-888-253-2698

Talk to an insurance agent

DENIED
  health insurance?

1751 W. Broadway
P.O. Box 8961  •  Madison, WI 53708-8961

(888) 253-2698 or (608) 221-5315

Over	80%
of	uninsured

Wisconsin	non-elderly
residents	are	employed;

of	these,	about	3	in	4
are	employed

full	time.				

“I had a
heart attack

at 56 and was 
denied coverage. 

HIRSP saved
my life.”		

HIRSP Federal Member
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COMPLETE FOLDER		
	 Includes:
		  • HIRSP Federal Brochure
		  • HIRSP Federal FAQ
		  • Eligibility Criteria
		  • Benefits and Coverage
		  • Pocket folder with business card holder for collecting application materials 
		  • Federal Rate Tables
										          Qty
				    Complete folder with English materials		  ____
				    Complete folder with Spanish materials		  ____
				    Complete folder with Hmong materials		  ____

Please provide your mailing information:

Name: ____________________________________________     Title: __________________________________________

Company: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address:___________________________     City:_____________________________     Zip:__________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________      Phone: ________________________________

Mail this order form to the address below or fax it to (608) 441-5776.


